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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINGR. 
IMMORAL TENDENCY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MYTHOLOGY. 
No. 3 


“Though nice and dark the point appear 

(Quoth Ralph,) it may hold up and clear, 

Justice gives sentence mi ny times 

On one man for another’s crimes.”? 

[ Hudibras. 
The doctrine of imputation, or vicarious atone- 

ment, is not the least absurd and injurious in 
its tendency to morality, among Christian doc-| 
trines. ‘This doctrine is direc otly 


that of predestination; but it runs to the op-|, 


posite extreme, and is equally dangerous. It 
teaches that by the death of Christ, the sins of}, 
those who obtain grace 


| 


ia mi del of virtue, or the reverse. 


ST ———$} 


tunes of his creatures ,on the one hand, or on 
the other, favouring those of them that really 


deserve his displeasure. It giyes to the vicious 


|man a license to commit any species of crime 
| with imp unity, while to the honest man who 


may believe in itsefficacy, and yet not feel that 
he has obtained grace, it isa source of constant 
‘and inconceivable disquietude. It is in direct 
hostility to the law of nature, which teaches 
i that every vicious act of man must receive its 


| punishment, and every virtuous act, its reward. 


opposed to} {ft holds forth no inducement to virtue, as in the 


ond, it will be the same whethera men has been 
“Ifany man 


in,” says the doctrine, “he has an advocate 


are Ca incelle od, or im-| with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, who 
puted to Christ, and that Christ’s rightcousness |is the propitiation for our sins,” 


Such is at, 


is imputed to them. In accordance with this ier of the dogmas of Christianity—a religion, 
belief,it matters not to what extent a man’s crim- | \without which, we are told, man would degene- 


inal propensities may carry him. If he believ es rate into barbarism! 


that Jesus Christ died to save sinners, all will 
be well. 


in the hundredth. 


He may live in sinninety and nine| 
years, and at last settle the hash with his maker | 


JULIAN. 


—Dto— 
FOR THE WESTERN, EXAMINER. 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN AN Inpran CHIEF AND A 


He may defraud his neigh-| Missronary.—In August last , a couple of Pres- 


bor, oppress the widow and orphan, commit ‘byterian Missiona: ‘ies forced their way 100 miles 


murder, incest or adultary—in fine prey upon, 
and injure society in every possible manner, 
and yet through the merits of a crucified re-| 
deemer, obtain the pardon of Ged, and be ac-| 


up the Desmoines river, to a band of the Sac 


‘and Fox Indians, who had lately erected a new 


village there: and q' lartered themselves upon 
‘them, with a view of civilizing them with Chris- 


cepted into the blissful abodes of paradise. On |tianity! After troubling Mr. Francis Laba- 
the other hand, though he may have passed a|zier, the interpreter (employed in the service 
life in the service of his fellow-creatur es; though of Mr. Wells, an agent trading for the fur com- 
he may have been benevolent to the poor and |pany,) i in the fruitless endeavor to explain the 
afflicted, and in every respect a moral, useful | mysterious and absurd doctrines of Christianity 
and intelligent member of society—without this to those Indians, they were informed by them 
saving grace, all will avail him nothing; his | that their serv ices were not needed in that way. 
morality is “sut as filthy rags,” and it is his fate, | The following dialogue, written by the inter- 
to take part in the lake ‘that burns forever “with | ipreter, at the time, passed between Mr. Cut- 
fire unconsumed.” According to this doctrine,|rrvc Marsn, one! of the missionaries, and Ar- 
too,a most atrocious wretch may agsassinate- an | aNnosr, the principal chief. 
hanest, praiseworthy citizen, who, not having} Mr. Marsh, (holding up a _picture.)—This 
obtained grace, or faith in the atonement, will picture represenis the last Judgment, when Je- 
sus Christ will appear in all his glory. His an- 

while his murderer, through the prayers of the| \gels will sound the trumpet to aw ake the dead, 
faithful, may receive pardon for his soul, and be | land their souls will in that great day reunite to 
admitted into the realms of bliss, where he can| their bodies. They will all be brought before 
forever look down and witness the ‘torments of his | him, and judged, according to the deeds done in 
miserable victim! To assent to the doctrine|the body. The wicked will go to everlasting 
at all, we must believe that cases of this kind/fire, and the followers of Jesus Christ to ever- 
are of frequent occurrence. lasting happiness. 

The doctrine is decidedly immoral in its char-| Apanose-—Who made that picture, and who 
acter, however viewed. It exhibits God as anjrevealed to mankind that such things will hap- 
unjust ruler, taking advantage of the misfor-|pen? 
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Mr. Marsh.—This picture was drawn in Eng-| him that he dashed down the tables and broke 
| 


land, by a preacher, and the revelation was re-/them topieces. He afterwards made two other 
vealed by Jesus Christ himself, our Saviour and| tables of stone, and wrote the word of Ged upon 
God. them, but they have since been lost, and the 
Apanose.——What evidence have you to prove| words which were written on them have been 
tomankind that Jesus Christ was the true God? translated, and are now contained in this book, 
Mr. Marsh.—The proof of the fact is in our! (holding up the bible.) 
sacred book, which was written by men who} Apanose.—What! The two tables of stone 
had lived with him, and had eaten with him; and/ which had taken your God 40 days to write his 
who had witnessed his miracles, and suffered| word upon, broken to pieces in an angry fit, be- 
death to prove the fact. fore they had been read to any of the peuple, 
Apanose.—What sense can there be in suf-|and lest so soon, though they were to be handed 
fering death to prove a fact? How can suffer-/to posterity! Why, none of the Great Spirit’s 
ing death prove the fact? Do not men some-| other works have ever been lost! The sun and 
times believe lies as well as truths? May not|moon have never been lost! But even if you 
these men have been killed for believing lies?) were to show us the two tables of stone, how 
Mr. Marsh—As they were in a land of un-/could we be certain that they were made by the 
believers and idolaters, who would not believe |Great Spirit, and not by man? You say they 
them, they preferred suffering death rather than|were carried by a man; they could not, then, 
to live and renounce what they had said and be-/ have been very large. Unless they were many 
lieved about the Christ, which was the son of/ miles long, and broad, how could we knew they 
God. were not made by man? Does not man write 
Apanose.—Is that all the proof that Jesus |talking-marks on stones, trees and paper? Your 
Christ is the son of the Great Spirit? story about calling the dead to judgment, by the 
Mr. Marsh—No. Many hundred years be-|son of the Great Spirit, seems all to be a he.— 
fore, it had been written by God himself, and|If Christ, whom you call the true God, was 
afterwards by prophets who were inspired by|born, was not his father and mother born too, 
God himself, that the Savior would come andjand equally trueand great? If Christ was the 
deliver mankind from their wickedness and sin,| only true God, how could there have been father 
which they had contracted at the beginning of/and mother? 
the world by our first parents, Adam and Eve.| If you will live with us and help our squaws 
Apanose.—Where is the original of this wri-| to raise corn and dress skins, our men will hunt 
ting to prove it was the writing of the Great) for you. But we have as good a way of worship- 
Spirit himself ? |ping the Great Spirit as you have. 
Mr. Marsh.—The original is nothing—but PALMER. 
the word of God is all. It was written by him-| Des Moines Rapids, Oct. 2, 1834. 
self; he descended upon a high mountain, while —— 
it was surrounded by many thousand people, FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 
who witnessed the glory of God descending|To “Horacg,” or Tue Sr. Louis “SnHeruerp.” 
from heaven, in a flame which lightened up the} ,Srr:—You still prate about the credibility of 
whole mountain; all the people heard God ca!l,|my protestant writers, while in fact you know 
from the mountain in a voice of thunder, while| that the question of their veracity has nothing 
surrounded by flashes of lightning, for one of/to do with the greatone at issue between us, 
the wise men out of the crowd, to come up and|the credibility of the Fathers. Had my dis- 
receive the law of God. When Moses went,|courses been intended for Catholic ears only, I 
and after God had been forty days writing, with/ should have confined myself to Catholic testi- 
his own finger, his word on two large tables of| mony, but you must be aware, Sir, that against 
stone, he gave them to Moses, who brought] protestants, the admissions of protestants must be 
them down to be read to the people, and handed| important evidence. The testimony then, of 
to posterity. Cave, of Lardner, of Mosheim and of Michaelis, 
Apanose.—Where are the two tables of|is valid, as far asit was intended so to be, and. 
stone on which the Great Spirit wrote with his|you have only a right to challenge testimony 
own fingers, his words to man, to be handed to/from sources accredited by you, to prove the as 
posterity ? sumed facts, and not to harp upon the credibili- 
‘Mr. Marsh——When Moses brought them/ty of witnesses, never brought to testify against 
down from the top of the mountain, he found/you. But, Sir, had I brought them forward in 
that his people had made them a golden/our discussion, as good and faithful witnesses, the 
calf, and were worshipping it, which so enraged|case would not yet be so bad as you would per 
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suade us that itis. You seem to think it ab- 
solutely necessary that these writers should’ 
have lived 1200 years before their time, to have| 
been able to give an opinion of the credibility of i | 
the fathers! Had they no means of judging, but) 
from personal observation? You, Sir, perhaps| 
have read Herodotus; but should | tell you that 
you could notconsistently deny the truth of much | 
of his history,because you were not his contem-| 
porary,what would you think of my consistency ? 


cles, it seems, is not yet past—common sense to 
ithe contrary notwithstanding. Buta mere ap- 
peal to common sense, | admit, is no argument 
in the case. Chesterfield calls it the most un- 
common thing i in the world, and all must allow 
it to be no criterion in matters of religious dis- 
‘cussion. Both sides, of course, would claim it, 
and neither would be able to establish his ex- 
‘clusive claim. It is necessary, therefore, to 
approach, gravely, this alleged miracle, and to 


Admit such a rule as this,and the common opinion | demolish its moon-shine fabric by means of se- 


that Munchausen wasa great liar, must be alto-| 
gether gratuitous. Some one has written the| 
lite of Munchausen, and he has given us ean 
am ising accounts of the baron’s predilection for’ 
the marvellous, but he was not his contempor-| 
ary, and therefore I hope ypu do not disbelieve; 
the stories of the veracious baron! ‘ | 
In your desperate effort to evade the testimony | 

of writers contemporary with the fathers, you 
have declared them to be protestants ! and when 
exposed, have remained silent, willing that the 
ew who kad been deceived by the manaeuvre, 
should remain so. Grown Wary by the small suc- | 
cess of this trick, however, you next admit-the | 
truth of my charge against Eusebius, Papius, 
Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Cyprian and Lactantius, but attempt to 
escape the force of the necessary admission, by 
telling us that the church did not sanction their 
giving oftongue! And pray what right has the 
church to rely at all upon the assertions of these 
fathers, ifit condemns them as liars? But the 
absurdity of even ¢hisplea you perceive, and 
then turn round and declare that my quotations 
from the fithers are not in the authenticated copies ' 
—doubtless knowing that the mass of those who 
would perceive the falsehood of your charge, 
would be very willing even to let it pass, if mo- 
ther-church would thereby be benefited. But 
Sir, what do you mean by authenticated copies? 
Dare any manoflearning hazard the assertion, 
that Eusebius did not defend lying, asa sup- 
port of the Christian cause,—that Tertullian 
considered adoctrine more worthy of credence, 
as it was the less consistent with reason,—that 
Jerome deliberatly advocated evasion in ar- 
gument,—that Ireneus was a fool, and Augus- 
tin a most notorious knave? Ifyour authenti- 
cated copies,do not contain evidence of these facts 
they have been prepared expressly for the times, 
and furnish another evidence of the system of 
economia recommended by Eusebius. It may 
do very well for one commissioned to do the dir- 
ty work of the church, to hazard such assertions, 
butnoone who hadany literary reputation to 
losé, would so jeopardize it. 
The Washington miracle! 


| 








The ago of mira-! 
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rious argument. This I shall do in a future 
number. At present I shall answer your call, 
relative tomy authority for stating that the per- 
formance of the miracle was anticipated. 

On page 19 of the pamphlet of Bishop Eng- 
land, proof will be found of my assertion, that 
ithe lady on whom the miracle was wrought, 
rose from her couch, dressed, as though she had 
expected the result. It appears, too, on the 
saine page, that an altar had been ' prepared for 
the occasion, in anticipation of her rising to 
| prostrate herself before the Eucharist. All this 
' show , then, of surprise on the part of the at- 
tending priest, and the say-so of the instrument 
of the deception,that she did not expectthe result, 
avail nothing; until it can be shown how it came 
that a person at the point of death, and who had 
been bed-rid for years, should be dressed, ready 
to rise ata moment’s warning; and also, for 
what purpose that altar was prepared. So much 
for the pamphlet. 

Now, sir, I challenge you to deny the fact, 
(for you know on what authority I have it,) that 
the day on which the miracle is alleged to have 
been wrought, was the last of a series of days 
set apart by Prince Hohenloe himself, for pray- 
er, in anticipation of the performance of the 
miracle. This, I think, you will not deny, not- 
withstanding your disputing faculty.” Hither, 
then, the Catholics of Washington ‘had no faith 
in the prince’s wonder-working powers, or the 
whole was looked for. If the first, the miracle 
assumes the appearance of nothing more than 
an accidental circumstance,—if the second, the 
deception is easily accounted for. 

You evince a disposition to throw up this dis- 
cussion, and leave your skeleton “objections” 
to stand or fall as they may. I have no objec- 
tion to your so doing; you have had a hard task 
of it, and without flattery, I must say, that you 
have acquitted yourself as well, perhaps, as 
your cause would allow. It is not an easy mat - 
ter to patch up old garments, grown thread-bare 
by time, so that their rottenness will escape the 
scrutinizing gaze of the world, and therefore, 
when the task is assumed by a botch-Taylor, 
we should not be dissatisfied if the performance 
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is not so seamly as it ought to be. “Go thy way 








for this time!” ji. R D. P. 
—— > O— 
FROM THE NEW YORK OBSERVER. 
IRELAND. 


Fata. Trrneconriict aT Ratucormac. 

The London Record,a Church of England 
paper, in favor of the present Ministry, gives 
the following particulars of the fatal affray, col- 
lected from the Irish papers. 

On Thursday morning (18th {Dec.) a depot 
of the 29th, and asmall detachment of the 4th 
Royal Irish Dragoons, accompanied by two ma- 
went gistrates (Capt.Collins and Capt. Bagely) 
from Rathcormac tothe parish of Gortroe, to 


‘hand, which was severely cut. Some of the 
‘soldiers were also'struck. Here again the mili- 
tary were compelled to fire, and the people a- 
gain gaveway. ‘The bugle then sounded, the 
firing ceased, and it was found that twelve of the 
/unfortunate people had been killed, and eight 
wounded. 

| [We pass over the Coroners Inquest—as the 
last accounts do not bring the result. ] 

| The correspondent of the Cork Southern Re- 
\porter, describes the excitement in the country 
as terrific; it is perhaps fortunate for the peasan- 
‘try that the neighborhood is filled with soldiers 
—Todescribe the state of the country since 
‘the tragic occurrence was enacted, is not in the 


afford protection to persons engaged in the col- | power of the writer. The shops in Watergrass- 
lection of tithes due to the Rev. Archdeacon Ry-|hi}] and Rathcormac are generally closed ; busi- 
der, They arrived there at half past ten o’clock, | ness of every kind suspended—not a cow, a 
and found a large and formidable party of coun-' horse. a sheep, or a pig, to be seen for miles. 
try people assembled to oppose them, who were 'The people are dark and sullen, desperate and 
all armed with sticks or bludgeons, and many of reckless. One oldman, in the presence of the 
them were comfortable farmers & well mounted. | writer, surounded by several scores of peasants. 
On the approach of Mr. Ryder and his party | fel] upon his knees and imprecated the venge- 
toaplace called Bartlemy’s Cross, they were|ance of Heaven upon the destroyers of his 
assailed with hootings and several stones. The!children. Another offered up an oath, that he 
military, however, steadily advanced, without) would not die till the blood in which he that 
making any return to these hostile demonstra-| moment knelt wasavenged! The feeling is in- 
tions, and the Riot Act was read before the dri-|tense; the people quite careless of their lives; 
vers had entered the haggart of Widow Ryan,!they are incommunicative, and, with very few 
the first place to which they proceeded. This ‘exceptions, were observed not to shed a tear. 
was done at eleveno’clock, andevery speciesof; The Cork correspondent of a London paper 
remonstrance was used by the magistrates, but} says: “A gentleman who was yesterday at Bar- 
the mob increased, became more turbulent, and 'tlemy, that spot which the Church of Blood has 
made for the haggart, exclaiming, ‘Come, let us | rendered so famous, had a conversation with old 
protect the haggart,or lose our lives; we have| Mrs. Ryan, the widow, whose fine young man, 
but one life,and may as well lose it now as at the soldiers, in the discharge of their duty, shot 
any other time?’ Some ofthe better condition- dead. And is it true, Ma’am,’ said my inform- 
ed farmers yieldedto the remonstrance, and ant to the broken-hearted woman, ‘that parson 
said that they would be obedient to the laws; | Ryder demanded payment of you after your son 
but others prevailed on the mob to oppose the | was killed? ‘Oh, then itis, Sir, replied Mrs. 
military at the haggart. Here the magistrates/ Ryan; ‘but at the time! did not know that my 
were resisted and threatened by the mob, and'chiidwasdead.’ Mr. Ryder came up to me im- 
several of the military struck at,and their bay-| mediately after the firing was over, and said to 


onets injured, Captain Aisles, of the  haggart 
ditch; was rushed upon by three men, but on 
presenting his sword, one of them exclaimed, 
‘don’t stick me Sir, and Ill let you pass.’ A 
small opening was then made, but no sooner had 
the officer ascended the ditch and advanced a 
few steps, than the people closed on him—many 
of his men were struck, and one of them knock- 
ed down athisside. On this it was that, all re- 
monstrance having proved unavailing, the or- 
der to fire was given. The order was obeyed. 
The mob gave way, but again rallied from the 
haggart to the yard, where theya second time 
fronted thejmilitary, and struck Captain Shep- 
pard, one of the officers in command, in the 


me, ‘Mrs.Ryan will youpay me my tithe?’ I an- 
swered, ‘Lord, Sir, P’il do any thing—but wo’nt 
you take away the military,they’ll destroy my 
place, and killmy children?’ He said again, 
‘will you pay me my tithe?’ and I answered, ‘I 








will.” ‘When will you pay me then?’ said Mr. 
Ryder. ‘Oh, sir,’ said I, ‘this evening or to-mor- 
row, or any time; but won’t you take away the 
soldiers? they’ll ruin my place and kill my chil- 
dren.’ Mr. Ryder then began to fumble in his 
pockets, as if looking for a prayerbook, to swear 
me, when my little girl ran upto me and cried, 
‘Oh, mother, mother, Mickey is dead.? On 
this Ileft Mr. Ryder, and wenta few yards; 





and there, sre enough, I saw Mickey dead. | 
7 
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turned up his face, and there was my child smil-| was vented upon the seats, lamps, windows, We. 
ing on me in death. This, be it remembered, is a consequence of the 
ro universal welcome extended to foreigners in this 

More Riorinc! What are the Lord’s people} country. They not only crowd our poor-houses 
coming to? ‘and prisons, but being warmed into life by the 
FROM THE NEW York SUN. |kindness of their benefactors, break down the 

Rior BETWEEN THE ProresTANTs AND Catu-|barriers of the Constitution, and trample upon 





oLics.—A most disgraceful riot occurred at ithe rights of American citizens. We respect- 
Broadway Hall, atthe meeting of the N. Y.|fully suggest to the priests, that if this mob was 
Protestant Association on Friday evening last.|set on by themselves, it was at least premature. 
The meeting had been organised, and while the | They are not yet strong enough to fasten their 
President, (Rev. Dr. Lilly,) was making an|chainsabout us with success. A few years hence, 
introductory prayer, the door was burst in by they may possibly be able to effect their object. 
from one to two hundred persons, and a scene | But in the mean time it is important that they 
ensued which beggars description. It is sup-|should conceal their true colors, and constantly 
posed there were over a thousand ladies and inculate the idea that Catholicism is,essentially 
gentlemen in the Hall when the door was forced. different here, from what it is in Italy, Spain, 
The benches were torn up—the ladies scream-| Austria, &c. en 
ed and many of them fainted and were trampled Hater fin A cornetlbe raptors Oe 
upon by the rioters. ‘The sexton we understand FRENCTI t REVOLUTION. 
had his left arm broken, and his right hand (Continued. ] 
smashed. A.M. Brown was severely injured; In our last number we drew a parallel be- 
in the back, by the door being forced against|tween the French Revolution and the St. Bar- 
him when it was burst open.. Dr. Brownlee, | tholomew. Had we had more room we should 
and many others escaped out ofa private pas- have stated, that Pious V., with his habitual hy- 
sage in the back part of the building. In short, | pocrisy, pretended to be scandalized at this mas- 
the meeting was adjourned, vi et armis, and the sacre; but Gregory XI, who succeeded him, 
rioters took possession of the room, had thanks returned to God for it at Rome, and 
anoint senta legate to Paris to congratulate Charles 
FROM THE JOURNAL OF commerce, /|IX. onit, and to encourage him to goon. Let 
The late attempt to put down discussion by those who are enamored of the good ‘old times, 
violence, at Broadway Hall, is in perfect keep-|and imagine all evil began with the French Re- 
ing withthe spiritof the Catholic religion;|yolution, read Sully. ‘The progress of the story 
which, in proportion as it is predominant in any |is choked with mangled carcasses: the page ‘is 
community, is intolerant and persecuting. But}slippery with blood. The perusal is revolting 
really we had not supposed that the time was|to modern readers. Take the following as a 
yet come for physical force to be resorted to by | specimen : 
the Catholics in this city. We hadthought the) “The church (of Mas de Verdon, in Armag- 
policy marked out by the leaders of that sect,!noc) into which the enemy fled, was large, 
was toconceal the cloven foot until they had| strongly built, and well supplied with provisions, 
gained such an ascendency that they could de-'as it was the ordinary rendez-vous of the peas- 
fy all opposition. This being done, we should|ants, and there was a great number of them 
be prepared not only to see Protestant meetings | there at this very time. The king of Navarre 
broken up, but those in attendance dragged off to| undertook to force open the church; and for 
the Inquisition. this purpose sent the soldiers and workmen from 
Has it then come to this, that Protestants can-| Montauban, Leictoure, and other neighboring 
not meet for the dicussion of religious subjects, towns; not doubting that Beaumont, Miranda, 
without being invaded and outraged bya Cath-|and the other Catholic towns, would speedily 
olic mob? Ifthe Catholics did not wish to hear|send powerful succours to the besieged, if he 
the discussion, they were not obliged to'go there.| gave them time. In the meanwhile, we set to 
Nor indeed was it those that heard the discus-} work to undermine the church, with the assis- 
sion who broke up the meeting, but an out-side| tance of our servants. The side of the choir 
party whodid nothear it. Itwas enough for | fell to my share; in twelve hours I had made 
them that such a discussion was going on; that/an opening, though the wall was very thick, and 
light was being elicited. This of itself was a) built of an extremely hard kind of stone. Af- 
crime too great to be tolerated in this free coun-'terwards, by a means of scaffolding raised to 
try; the meeting must be broken up. And it! the height of the breach, I succeeded in throw- 
was broken up;after which, the rage of the mob! ing a quantity of grenades into the church.— 
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The besieged were in want of water, and mois-| terrifying spectacle: to relieve them from suf- 
tened their flour with wine; and what incon-| fering, several were shot down. 

venienced them still worse was, that they had| From the stable, the flames communicated to 
neither surgeons nor bandages, nor remedies for|the old Catholic church, which, having been 
the wounds caused by the grenades, which we|abandoned, was temporaily occupied as a ware- 
began to throw in from all parts. They accor-jhouse. The walls of this building, alone, aro 
dingly came to terms, seeing a powerful rein-|left standing. The goods—from eighty to one 
forcement coming up ivom Montauban to the|hundred crates of china, queens and glass ware 
king of Navarre. This prince contented him-|—are all destroyed. Mrs. Perry’s row of build- 
self with giving orders that they should hang/ings, running from second to Main street, were 








seven or eight of the most mutinous; but he was|in imminent danger, as was, indeed, all the pro- 


obliged to abandon them all to the fury of the|perty in the neighborhoc¢—a brisk wind pre- 
inhabitants of Montauban, who dragged them|vailing at the time directly from the West. But, 
by force from us, and poniarded them withoutre-| fortunately, no other damage was done. The 
morse. We learnt the motive which actuated new Catholic church, having a fire proof roof, 
them from the reproaches they heaped on these| was uninjured, except in the burning of two or 
wretches, who had made six women, whom they | three windows. 

had earried off, serve the purposes of the most| The loss cannot now be accurately estimated. 
infamous debauch, and had then devoted them} Morton and Laveile, Juhn Calvert, and R. D. 
to death, by filling them with powder, to which| Watson—the latter the owner of the goods—are 
they set fire, and blew them to pieces—a hor- the principal sufferers. The loss of the horses 
‘ rible excess of brutality and cruelty.”—Me-| will be very heavy, but divided among their 


moirs of Sully, book i, p. 80. 


We have certainly improved a little since 
that time, but the power of kings, priests, and 
nobles, has been proportionably on the wane; 
and the reason is, that as general knowledge 
and civilization advance, the influence and ad- 
vantages of the privileged few necessarily de- 
crease. These two present an everlasting 
counterpoise to each other, which is as true as 
that if you enlarge one half of a right angle 
you diminish the other half. Soldiers, priests, 
books, in turn govern the world; and the last 
do it best, because they have no pretence to it 
at all but by making the public good their law 
and rule. 


To be continued. 


D+ 


DREADFUL FIRE—BURNING OF FIFTY-ONE HOR-| 


srs.—A terrific fire, threatening the destruction 
of the fairest portion of our city, broke out Jast 
night a little after twelve o’clock, on Market 
Street. I[t commenced in the interior of the ex- 
tensive Livery Stable owned by Messrs. La- 
veILLe & Morton, and at the time in the occu- 
pancy of Mr. Joun Catvert. The first inti- 
mation of the fire was given by the flames 
bursting from the building,and as it was built of 
wooden materials, and contained a large quanti- 
ty of hay, and other provender, all efforts to 
save it were fruitless. Attention was instantly 
directed to the rescue of the horses, but horrible 
to say, fifty one of these noble animals are sup- 
posed to have been burned with the building.— 
Others were let loose, wild with agony and 





fright—their manes on fire, and presenting a 


‘several owners in the city. Altogether, the 
\damage cannot be less than fifteen thousand 
‘dollars. Itis not, as yet, known how the fire 
was communicated.— Republican. 

| ae 

SHORT EXTRACTS. 

| Theists have been requested, repeatedly, to 
‘solve the following questions; but have never 
\yet complied. The shrewd guess therefore, is, 
that they are unanswerable. 

“If God is infinitely good, why fear him? if 
‘infinitely wise, why interest ourselves about our 
fate? if omniscient, why tell him of our wants, 
or fatigue him with our prayers? if every where, 
why erect temples to him? if master of all, 
why make him sacrifices and offerings? if just, 
whence has arisen the belief that he will pun- 
ish man, whom he has created weak and feeble? 
if reasonable, why be angry with a blind crea- 
‘ture, like man? if immutable, why do we pre- 
|tend to change his decrees? and if inconceiva~ 
ble, why presume to form any idea of him? 

“But if, on the other hand, he is iraseible, 
vindictive, and wicked,are we bound to offer up 
to him our prayers? If a tyrant, how can we 
love him? How can a-master be loved by his 
slaves, whom he has permitted to offend him, 
that he might have the pleasure of punishing 
them? If all powerful, how can man fly. from 
his wrath? If unchangeable, how can man es- 
cape his fate? 

“Thus, in whatever point of view we consid. 
er God, we can neither render him prayers nor 
worship.”——D’ Holbach. 

It ismore than two thousand years, according 
to Lactantius, since the sage Epicurus observed : 
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“Either God would remove evil out of this world 
and cannot; or he can and will not; or he has 
neither the power nor the will; or, lastly, he 
has both the power and will. If he have the 
will and not the power, this shows weakness, 
which is contrary to the nature of God. If he 
has the power and not the will, it is malignity ; 
and this is no less contrary to hisnature. If he 
is neither able nor willing, he is both impotent 
and malignant: and cannot, consequently, be 
God. If he be both willing and able, (which 
alone is consonant to the nature of God) whence 
‘comes evil, or why does he not prevent it?” 
Reflecting minds have been waiting a reas- 
onable solution of these difficulties for more than 


two thousand years, and divines tell us that they, 
will be removed in another life! Why, then,| 
should he who is true to himself, be denounced | 


for confessing his want of faith in the existence 
of a power separate from nature? If any man 
can demonstrate the existence of a God, let 
him do it, and he will receive the thanks of his 
fellow men; but until'then, let him restrain his 
arrogance, nor presume to substitute anathemas 
for argument. " 
The idea of a God seems but the substitution 
of one difficulfy for another. We are asked,| 
could nature have made itself? Let us ask, 
in turn, could God have made himself? No, it 
is replied, he existed fromall eternity. Indeed! 
then why could not the universe have existed 
from all eternity? Iam willing, as I everhave 
been, to confess my ignorance upon this point: 
but I will not yield what certain knowledge | 
have for mere belief. I know there is sucha 
thing as the universe; but I cannot lay claim to 
any knowledge of the cause of its being; there- 
fore, I miy not believe in the existence ‘of a 
something of which it is impossible for man to 
know any thing. Nature, to me, is what God is 
to theologians. To speak of any supposed be- 
ing separate from nature, is to speak of a mere 
creature of the imagination—a chimera. 


‘ +o 
TRIAL OF MR. KNEELAND. 


(<?The trial of the Editor remains in statu 
quo, and when it will be called up we cannot 
say, Wenow wait the motion of the Court and 
the Attorney General. We are ready. 

[Boston Investigator. 
74+ 

Strange it is—we have had our birth; we 
cannot be born a second time, and.our life must 
come toan end; yet we talk continually about 
future enjoyment, and lose the present. So our 
life is;wasted in delay,‘and we pass away hav- 





tlence, an 
‘ofreason and common sense against supersti- 
| 


CHEERING PROSPECTS IN THE EAST! 

FROM THE BOSTON INVESTIGATOR. 
This number closes the fourth volume of the 
Investigator. Wecommenced with only 250 
subscribers; we now have over TWO THOU- 
SAND. We tender our hearty thanks to our 
friends who have sustained our hands and en- 
|couraged our hearts thus far; ost of whom have 
‘been very punctual in their payments; a few 
‘delinquents must always be expected; but we 
hope they will not,remain long in the rear. We 
‘shall continue with ardent zeal, unwearied pa- 
iti d untired exertions, to fight the battles 





tion, bigotry, intolerance and fanaticism. We 
believe the cause to be a good one, being based 
alone on truth which must ultimately prevail; 
and even our enemies have aided us, (but in a 
way they did not intend) nota little, in manifest- 
ing such a spirit, as they have, of persecution. 
— D+o— 
[CommcUNnrIcATED.] 
OBITUARY. 

Died, at Carthege, Hancock County, Illinois, 
on the 11th, ult., Wirn1am C. Hawney, in the 
45th, year of his age. Mr. Hawley’s death was 
occasioned by an inflamation of the lungs, which 


i/he contracted during the severe cold of last win- 


ter. He was an industrious farmer, and a valu- 
able citizen. Ofa mild and peaceful tempera- 
ment, he was respected by all who knew him. 
He died a materalist, expressing the same firm 
and unshaken opinions, that had characterized 
him through life. A wife and several chik 
dren, remain to regret his loss. 
— 0 
“LORD REVIVE US!” 

The Ravenna (Qhio) Courier, of the 19th 
inst. says: 

“We hearof but three Maniac Victims to 
the Fanatic ravings of Foot, and others of his 
cloth, atthe late long protracted meeting in this 
county, but there are undoubtedly many others 
whose brians have been affected by their rant- 
ings,many good moral christian people whose 
minds have been much distressed by being pub 
licly represented as vile and wicked sinners. 

“Deacon Luman Hopkins, of the Presbyterian 
Church of Nelson, whose character as an honest 
christianis above the-reproach of any decent 
person, was taken crazy at the meeting at 
which thecelebrated Foot was ranting, in Nel- 
son, week before last. We heard from him, a 
few days since, he was. chained to the floora 
raving maniac. One other person, a stranger, 
was, we understand, taken fromthe mecting 
much deranged. 





ing lived in vain. 





“In Brimfield; where several leading sects 
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united, and continued at meeting two or three 
weeks, one man only was lefia maniac, and he 
notso bad but that there are hopesof his recove- 

‘ry. We leave it for our readers to make their 
own comments. 





Tue Marryrs. 
I see the Martyr march along, 
The centre of a zealot’s throng, 
I see the monks their crosses raise, 
And eager point the eddying blaze! 
Pale nature’s dread of torture speak ; 
But in the stern fanatic’s eye, 
I read the power of bigotry! 
Behold his look, so wild and proud, 
As glance his eyes above the crowd; 
In vain the priests around him press, 
He’ll not recant, he’}! not confess! 


**Recant! recant!’’ the priests exclaim, 
“Or die amid yon burning flame;”? 
From whence thy soul, as canons tell, 
Will take its place in burning Hell! 
‘*No,”? shouts the victim, ‘I shall rest, 
In safe repose on Abram’s breast; 

And see you all in brimstone roll, 

Lay shrieking ‘Martyr, save my soul!” 
In vain ye’ll shriek, in vain ye’ll weep, 
No water wets your parching lip! 
While I in joy eternal dwell, 
Enhanced by view of suff ring Hell!" 


RELIGION’S DOINGS. 

Read religion’s tale, 

Of every distant age, and clime, and nation, 

Thea say what gratitude it claims fromman; 

Or rather, ask, what climes it has not cursed 

With bigotry, and persecution’s rod? 

Or say, when priests and prophets ruled a 
land, 

And people mourned not, drenched in bitter 
tears, 

Wrung by their sufferings. Or ask you where | 

The soil was unpolluted with their blood? 








INDIAN VERDICT. 

‘The verdict of an Indian jury over the body 
of John Tuston; an Indian who had been drink- 
ing pretty freely of spirituous liquors,and was 
soon after found dead, was “that the said Tus- 
ton’s death was occasioned by the freezing of a 
large quantity of water in his body, that had 
been imprudently mixed with the rum he 
drank.” 





Mankind, united in society, discover the utili- 
ty and advantages of binding themselves to the 
observance of certain conditions for their living 
inoffensively one towards another: the’ neces- 
sity for the mutual exercise of justice, in order 
to the common enjoyment of the rights of nature, 
is the ground on which it is prescribed. 


‘ ed with neatness and despatch, at the office of this paper. 


| In general, that which is called justice is the 
same thing, in fact,every where: it is the en- 
forcement of reciprocal utility: places and cir- 
‘cumstances only vary it. It isthe interest of 
every individual in astate to conform to the laws 
‘of justice; for by injuring no one, and rendering 
|to every man his due, he contributes his part to- 
wards the preservation of that society, upon the 
permanency of which, his own safety depends. 
__ Supreme enjoyment exists in morals, and in 
|freedom of life, when it is consistent with the 
dictates of reason. 
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